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Spartam nactus es, hanc exorna^ even if the Sparta be no better
than the religious privileges allowed by Hinduism to the
'untouchables'. When the additions to the inherited creed
includes an article so far-reaching as reincarnation, it is clear
that Zoroastrianism cannot be credited with such a type of
piety except as the chief contributor. In this case, however,
there is no mistaking the fervour of spiritual life, the real and
deep communion with God which the Parsi rites mediate.
Nor, on the other hand, is there any question as to the
influence of latter-day Parsi doctrine in the exclusion of all
missionary feeling, the deliberate leaving of mankind to
struggle on with what it has. Eclectic and exclusive, Parsi
piety thinks it less blessed to give than to receive.

There is of course religion of a simpler and more old-
fashioned sort, especially among women. A successful Parsi
barrister, who became a Roman Catholic thirty years ago,
during visits to France in the Cambridge Long Vacation, told
of his mother's prayers, to which he believed he owed his own
soul. She would keep the prayers of the midnight watch
regularly, and so fervent was she in her faith that her son
deferred during her lifetime his open confession of Christianity.
She prayed better than she knew ! How much of this kind
of piety there is among the Parsis it is naturally impossible to
estimate. It is to be feared that there is much less than there
used to be. Thinking Parsis are generally rather pessimist
about the religious condition of their people; and the prospects
of a revival are far from bright. The sympathetic onlooker
cannot escape a profound doubt whether the religion contains
a dynamic which might bring revival. Parsi seekers after God
are in a very similar case to those who in the Roman imperial
age turned eagerly to every new Eastern cult that seemed to
offer warmth and light. Their own ancestral religion was
cold at best, and now was dead. The new worship of the
State was no religion at all, and philosophy only offered to
satisfy the mind. Heart-hunger welcomed orgiastic cults
from the East, and would not stay to ask if these wild frenzies
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